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Abstract
This study aims to analyze the relationship between science (a/-
lm) and the concept of truth standards (ma’ayir al-sibbab) from
the perspective of Islamic law (sharia). The research method
used is a normative-philosophical qualitative approach with a
focus on analyzing the concept of truth in Islamic law and its
relationship with science. The data is analyzed descriptively,
analytically, and comparatively to understand the hierarchy of
Article Information: absolute and relative truth. In addition, a contextual approach
Received November 18,2025 through magashid al-syariah is used to assess its relevance to
Revised December 29, 2025  contemporary issues. This study examines how Islamic
Accepted January 28, 2026 epistemology, which is based on revelation (INag/) and reason
(Ag), forms a framework for assessing the truth of scientific
findings. The results show that in Islam, the measure of truth
is integrative and hierarchical. Absolute truth (bagigah) is
sourced from ga#h'i revelatory texts, while relative-empirical
truth from science is measured through coherence with the
principle of tawhid, does not contradict quth’i texts, and
provides maslahah (benefit). Contemporary challenges such as
bioethics, reproductive technology, and artificial intelligence
require a reinterpretation of ijtihad while adhering to magashia
al-syariah. This study concludes that the integration of science
and Islamic law is not an attempt to forcibly Islamize science,
but rather to provide an ethical-legal framework that guides
the development of science for human welfare in harmony
with the purpose of creation.
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INTRODUCTION

The rapid development of modern science is often confronted with
fundamental philosophical and ethical issues related to the measure of truth
(Muktapa, 2021; Rahman et al., 2024). In the secular Western scientific tradition,
scientific truth tends to be reduced to empirical verification and logical consistency
alone, while Islam offers a comprehensive epistemological paradigm in which
revelation (Nagl) and reason and observation (Ag/) complement each other
(Pangalingan et al., 2025). Islamic law (Sharia), which is derived from the Quran,
Sunnah, Ijma', and Qiyas, not only regulates worship and muamalah, but also forms
a framework for assessing the ethics and implications of scientific findings (Safitri
etal., 2025). This research is important to address intellectual and practical concerns
regarding the position of modern science in the Islamic worldview and how Islamic
law responds to innovations emerging in the contemporary era. The focus of this
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research is to elaborate on the concept of the measure of truth in Islam and its
application in assessing modern scientific products.

Science in the history of human civilization has always been an important
instrument for understanding reality. However, debates about the measure of truth
often give rise to epistemological dilemmas (Maryani et al., 2024). On the one hand,
modern science emphasizes empirical methods and rationality, while on the other
hand, Islam places revelation as the highest source of truth. The integration of the
two is both a challenge and an opportunity to build a more complete scientific
paradigm.

In Islamic tradition, the concept of truth is understood not only empirically,
but also transcendentally (Al Hamimy & Barlaman, 2025). Revelation is the main
foundation that provides direction and limits for human reason and observation.
Thus, the measure of truth in Islam is hierarchical: absolute truth comes from
revelation, while relative truth comes from rationality and empirical experience.
This relationship shows that Islam does not reject science, but rather places it within
the framework of tawhid and magashid al-shariah (Animan et al., 2025; Makhmudah,
2017).

Contemporary technological developments such as bioethics, genetic
engineering, reproductive technology, and artificial intelligence present new
challenges for Islamic law (Pakarti et al., 2023). These innovations often raise ethical
questions that never arose in classical times. Therefore, it is necessary to reinterpret
the concept of truth and the application of ijtihad in order to remain relevant to the
times.

Islamic law plays an important role in providing an ethical-legal framework
for scientific developments. By adhering to magqashid al-syariah, Islamic law is able to
assess whether a scientific discovery brings benefits or causes harm. This principle
makes Islamic law not only normative but also responsive to the dynamics of
modern science (Effendi, 2020; Umar et al., 2023).

The integration of science and Islamic law is not an attempt to forcibly
Islamize science. Instead, this integration aims to present a scientific paradigm that
is in line with the purpose of human creation. Thus, science is not only viewed as a
technical instrument, but also as a means to achieve prosperity and sustainability in
life.

In the context of epistemology, Islam offers a balance between revelation and
reason. Revelation provides a normative foundation, while reason serves as an
instrument for understanding empirical reality. The two are not contradictory, but
rather complement each other in forming a framework for assessing truth. This is
a characteristic of Islamic epistemology that distinguishes it from the secular
Western tradition (Idris & Sari, 2025).

This study seeks to elaborate on the concept of truth in Islam by emphasizing
the integration of revelation and reason. An analysis is conducted to understand
how Islamic law responds to the development of modern science, as well as how
the principle of maqashid al-syariah can be used as a guideline in assessing the
relevance and benefits of scientific findings.

The urgency of this research lies in the need to present a scientific paradigm
that is not only rational and empirical, but also ethical and transcendental. Thus,
science can develop without losing its moral and spiritual direction. This is
important so that science does not get caught up in materialistic reductionism,
which has the potential to cause a humanitarian crisis.

Journal of Islamic Thought and Research 40
Vol. 1, No. 1, pp. 39-47, 2026



Abdusamad, H., Giling, M.

METHODS

This research method uses a qualitative approach with a normative-
philosophical character. The normative approach is carried out by examining
Islamic legal sources, both in the form of revelatory texts (the Quran and Hadith)
and classical and contemporary figh literature, to identify the concept of the
measure of truth (ma'ayir al-sibhah) (Aryasutha et al., 2025; Busral et al., 2025;
Engkizar et al., 2022, 2025; Haryono, 2023; Huda, 2016; Thsan, 2025; Putri et al.,
2025). Meanwhile, the philosophical approach is used to explore the
epistemological dimensions of the relationship between science (a/- /) and truth
in the perspective of Islamic law. Data collection techniques are carried out by
examining the works of scholars, contemporary Islamic thinkers, and relevant
academic literature. The data obtained was then analyzed descriptively and
analytically to map the concepts of absolute and relative truth, as well as
comparatively to compare the views of classical scholars with contemporary
thinking in the face of modern scientific developments.

In addition, this study also uses a contextual approach through maqashid al-
syariah as an analytical framework to assess the relevance of integrating science with
Islamic law to contemporary issues. The analysis was conducted by considering the
extent to which modern scientific findings, such as in the fields of bioethics,
reproductive technology, and artificial intelligence, can be harmonized with Sharia
principles that are oriented towards maslahah (benefit) and do not contradict gath'i
(definite) texts. This analysis emphasizes the coherence between scientific research
results and the principle of tawhid, resulting in an understanding that the measure
of truth in Islam is hierarchical and integrative. Thus, this research method not only
emphasizes the normative-textual aspect but also prioritizes practical relevance in
responding to contemporary challenges through ijtihad based on maqashid al-sharia
(Engkizar et al., 2024; Hamzah et al., 2025; Kassymova et al., 2025).

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The Concept of Knowledge (Al-7Im) and Truth (A/-Haqq) in Islamic
Epistemology

In Islam, knowledge is not neutral. Knowledge is always related to the goal
of knowing Allah (ma’rifatullah) and doing good deeds for the benefit of others.
Sources of knowledge include: &babar shadig (revelation and Sunnah), the senses,
reason, and pure intuition. Truth is hierarchical: i) Hagigah Syar'iyyah (truth based
on revelation that is absolute and qarh'), ii) Hagigah 'Aqliyyah or 'lmiyyah (rational-
empirical truth that is relative and ghanni). Islamic law functions as a filter and guide
that ensures that the second level of truth does not contradict the first level of truth.
Sources of knowledge are tools or things from which individuals obtain information
about an object. Because humans obtain information from the senses and reason,
these two tools are considered sources of knowledge. In other words, the sources
of knowledge are empiricism (the senses) (Achadah & Fadil, 2020; Asna, 2024; Idris
& Sari, 2025; Ridwan et al., 2021).

Reasoning, human reasoning is the only creature capable of developing
knowledge because it has the ability to reason. Humans know what is good and
what is bad, what is beautiful and what is ugly through the process of reasoning.
Reasoning can also be interpreted as a process of thinking in drawing a conclusion
in the form of knowledge, which is a thinking activity that has certain characteristics
in finding the truth. Reasoning produces knowledge related to thinking, not
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feelings. Reasoning, as a thinking activity, has certain characteristics, namely a broad
and logical pattern of thinking. It is analytical in its thinking process (Husnullail et
al., 2024).

Logic. Logic is defined as a study of correct thinking. There are various ways
to draw conclusions, but to make conclusions that are in line with learning
objectives that focus on scientific reasoning, there are two ways of drawing
conclusions, namely inductive logic, which is a way of thinking where a general
conclusion is drawn from an individual case. Deductive logic is the opposite of
inductive logic. Deductive reasoning is a way of thinking in which a specific
conclusion is drawn from a general statement (IChanifah et al., 2024).

Object of knowledge

The conditions referred to are material objects and formal objects. Material
objects are things that are the subject of thought, things that are investigated or
things that are studied. Material objects include concrete things such as humans,
plants, stones or abstract things such as ideas, values, and spirituality.

Meanwhile, formal objects are the ways of viewing and reviewing that
researcher use to examine their material objects, as well as the principles they use.
The formal objects of a science not only give it its integrity, but at the same time
distinguish it from other fields. One material object can be viewed from various
petspectives, giving rise to different sciences. Every field of knowledge, whether it
is a specific science or philosophy, must fulfill both of these objects (Masrifatin,
2022).

In this case, the author reiterates the similarities and differences between
knowledge and science as follows. First, knowledge is the result of fixed
observations, providing a place for critical review and testing by others, thus it is
not systematic, objective, or universal. Meanwhile, science is a conceptual
framework or interrelated theories that allow for critical examination and testing
using scientific methods by other experts in the same field, and is therefore
systematic, objective, and universal. Science is something we can obtain through a
process called learning or the scientific method, in other words, the result of
learning, unlike knowledge, which can be obtained without going through a learning
process. Science is a collection of knowledge, but not vice versa; a collection of
science is knowledge.

Islamic legal principles as a measure of scientific truth

Scientific findings, especially those that touch on humanitarian, social, and
ethical aspects, need to be measured against the principles of Islamic law, including:
Conformity with Tawhid and Agidah: Science must not lead to the denial of Allah's
powet, such as atheistic materialism or reductionism that denies the spirit. No
contradiction (“Adam al-Mu'aradhah): Scientific theories or applications must not
contradict the text of the Quran or Hadith that is definitive (ga#h%) in terms of both
its chain of transmission and its meaning. If there is a contradiction with a text that
1s ghanni (interpretable), then Zarjih or contextual reinterpretation is carried out.

Benefit test (Maslahah): The contribution of science must be assessed based
on the principle of maqashid al-shariah, which is to protect religion, life, reason,
lineage, and property. Technology that has the potential to damage one of these
tive elements (mafsadah) needs to be regulated or prohibited. Principle of Precaution
(Ihtiyath): 1n cases of high scientific uncertainty and great risk (such as genetic editing
of embryos), Islamic law tends to apply the principle of saddu al-dzari'ab (closing the
door to harm) (Efendi et al., 2025; Nugroho, 2021).
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Contemporary Case Studies (2021-2025): Application of the Measure of Truth

The period 2021-2025 shows a number of contemporary cases that require
the application of the measure of truth in the perspective of Islamic law. One
prominent issue is the development of bioethics and reproductive technology, such
as the use of In Vitro Fertilization (IVF) and genetic engineering. In this context,
the measure of truth is not only determined by technical success, but also by its
conformity with the principles of tawhid, not contradicting ga#h' texts, and bringing
benefits to humanity. Islamic law considers these practices acceptable as long as
they do not violate sharia restrictions, such as those related to the clarity of lineage
and the prohibition of mixing sperm or eggs that are not lawful (Hidayati &
Suwandono, 2026; Ilmiyah, 2025).

Another relevant case is the rapid development of artificial intelligence (Al)
(Zaenudin & Riyan, 2024). Al is used in various fields, ranging from health,
education, to legal systems. However, the application of Al raises ethical questions
regarding responsibility, fairness, and the potential for algorithmic bias. From an
Islamic legal perspective, the measure of truth regarding the use of Al is determined
by the extent to which the technology supports public interest, does not cause
injustice, and remains within the framework of magqashid al-syariah (Muvid, 2023).
Thus, Al is considered epistemologically valid if the results are coherent with the
principle of justice and do not conflict with sharia values.

In addition, the issue of vaccination and global health during the COVID-19
pandemic and post-pandemic is also an important case study. The debate over the
halal status of vaccines, their effectiveness, and fair distribution shows how the
measure of truth in Islam is applied. Scientific truth regarding vaccine effectiveness
must be examined in conjunction with Sharia principles regarding the halal nature
of ingredients, protection of life (bifz al-nafs), and the welfare of the ummabh. In this
case, Islamic law legitimizes the use of vaccines that are scientifically proven to be
safe and beneficial, even if there are empirical limitations, as long as they do not
contradict garh'i texts.

Research findings show that in these contemporary cases, the measure of
truth in Islam is integrative and hierarchical. Absolute truth remains sourced from
revelation, while relative truth from science is assessed based on its coherence with
the principles of tawhid, mwaqashid al-shariah, and maslahah. With this framework,
Islamic law is able to provide relevant ethical-legal guidance for the development
of modern science, so that the integration between science and shariah is not only
theoretical, but also applicable in responding to the real challenges of global society.

CONCLUSION

This study confirms that the measure of truth in the perspective of Islamic
law is integrative and hierarchical, where revelation is the source of absolute truth
and science provides relative truth that must be tested through the principles of
tawhid, waqashid al-shariah, and maslahah. The integration of science and Islamic law
is not an attempt to forcibly Islamize science, but rather to provide an ethical-legal
framework that can guide the development of science so that it remains in harmony
with the purpose of creation and human welfare. This finding opens up
opportunities for applying the concept of Islamic truth in addressing contemporary
issues such as bioethics, reproductive technology, and artificial intelligence, so that
Islamic law can function as a normative guideline that is also responsive to the
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dynamics of modern science. Therefore, this study suggests the need to strengthen
interdisciplinary studies between Islamic epistemology and contemporary science,
as well as the development of contextual ijtihad based on magashid al-syariah to
respond to global challenges more comprehensively.
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